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Whatis the Multi-Modal Access Program?

The program involves identifying a series of near- to
medium-term projects to create a more balanced
system of access in downtown Niagara Falls for all
transportation modes (i.¢., pedestrian, bicycle, transit,
vehicular). These improvements are a key strategic
component to fostering economic development,
specifically to create a more walk-able and bike-able
setting to enhance new development and
redevelopment activities.

What was Included in the Study?

The study included a compilation and review of past
redevelopment plans dating to 1992 to identify
infrastructure/transportation  proposals that were
intended to facilitate redevelopment in downtown
Niagara Falls. These proposals were then refined and
updated based upon existing transportation system
features and changes to these features that have
emerged over the last decade.  Individual
improvement projects were then developed to a
conceptual level of detail. This allowed for the
formulation of preliminary cost estimates to identify
future funding needs. Finally, the project components
were collectively assessed with regard to future
effects to traffic flows in the downtown area using a
federally-approved traffic simulation model.

What Projects are Proposed?

The projects identified relate well to currently-
planned roadway projects (see Figure 1). These were
chosen based upon: their ability to result in immediate
and measurable benefits; the extent to which they
would leverage other on-going/future public
investments; and their reasonableness in terms of
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overall costs and potential to obtain funding. They
include:

B Revitalization of the Third Street corridor (now in
final design);

B Reconstruction of the east and west segments of the
Old Falls Street Mall to improve its appearance,
create opportunities for street-level activities, and
to foster better year-round access;

B [mplementation of traffic calming program for
Rainbow Boulevard to reduce its overall width and
improve its setting for more urbane development
patterns;

B Removal of obstacles between downtown, the
Upper Niagara River, and the Niagara River Gorge;

B Development of a coordinated system of
downtown wayfinding that is an attractive
component of the streetscape; and

B Suggestions regarding the management of public
parking resources and possible future facilities.

How is this Different from Past/Current Plans?

The projects that comprise the Multi-Modal Access
Program grow from and are consistent with past/
current plans. In some cases, they would fully realize
a particular proposal (such as reconfiguration of the
Robert Moses Parkway/State Park Access Road to
open views/access to the water); in other cases, they
represent interim improvements that would set the
stage for more extensive projects in the future. Most
importantly, the report includes initial analyses and
documentation needed by local, state, and federal
agencies in order to advance such initiatives to secure
funding and be implemented.
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